
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Your Burbage Gardening Club committee members are: 
 

  Tel: 

Chairperson: 
 

LINDA BARRATT                2 Lyndhurst Close, Burbage 
email:                                   linda.a.barratt@gmail.com 

07954 
404490 

Secretary: HELEN STANIFORTH       3 Ashburton Close, Burbage 
email:       h.j.staniforth@hotmail.co.uk 444471 

Treasurer ANNE BRETT                      32 Woodstock Close, Burbage 
email:       anne.dave.brett@gmail.com 635045 

Trading 
Secretary: 

DEREK LLOYD       9 Lychgate Lane, Burbage 
email:                                       derek@mi-world.co.uk 

238762 
 

Newsletter 
Editor: 

DENISE KOVAROVIC       9 Grove Park, Burbage 
email:       dkovarovic@btinternet.com 632528 

Social 
Secretary: 

GILL HIGGINS                     2 The Poplars, Earl Shilton 
email:                                    gillhiggins@icloud.com 

07766 
208383 

Membership 
Secretary: 

DENISE KOVAROVIC       9 Grove Park, Burbage 
email:       dkovarovic@btinternet.com 632528 

General 
Committee 
Members: 

 
MARY HANSON                   28 Goosehills Road, Burbage 
 
JOHN BROWN                     3 Kirby Close, Sapcote 
 
JAN BOLD                                16 Woodstock Close, Burbage 
 
TREVOR ALLCOAT                 47 Goosehills Road, Burbage 
 

 
637425 
 
 272285 

 324211 

 613119 

Vice 
Chairperson: 

BOB GWYNN                      36 Woodstock Close, Burbage 
email:                                   bob@gwynnrd.plus.com 

 
632221 

Press 
Officer: Vacant Position  

Show 
Manager: 

BOB GWYNN                      36 Woodstock Close, Burbage 
email:                                   bob@gwynnrd.plus.com 632221 

Please be mindful that all our committee members are volunteers and that should you contact 
them there may be some delay in them responding to you. 

Should you not receive a response within 7 days or it is an emergency then please contact 
another member of the committee. 

 
Disclaimer: 

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are the views of the individual authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the Burbage Gardening Club. 



 



EDITORIAL 
 
 
The last newsletter of 2020, what can I say.  It has been a most bizarre year.  I 
remember meeting a friend in Hinckley in February and she told me her 
husband was obsessed with "this COVID out in China".  I told her to tell her 
husband not to worry and that it would fizzle out like the Avian flu epidemic. 
How wrong was I! 
 
I, like most people I knew during lockdown, threw myself into gardening, 
painting fences and garden furniture, clearing the garage and buying paint 
online to decorate the lounge.  As the weather was so good my efforts were 
concentrated on the outside jobs.  Did I get them all completed - no.  I ran out 
of steam sometime in the summer.  I'm waiting for the right moment to 
decorate the lounge but I've got the paint in readiness. 
 
Watering the garden, containers and the allotment sapped my energy, 
especially during the hot spell.  August saw a "tornado" in Burbage and the 
damage drained my spirits further.  One of my garden arches, covered in 
jasmine and clematis was blown over and blocked my side passage, a 
beautiful flowering clematis on another arch was ripped away from its support, 
and the garden, front and back, was covered in shredded vegetation.  On 
checking my allotment my heart sank even further.  The rhubarb was 
shredded as were the runner and French climbing beans.  My apples were 
peppered where the hail stones struck.  The shed, which had been given a lick 
of paint in April, now looked as though it had been pebble dashed!  To add 
insult to injury a pane of glass from the greenhouse was smashed and strewn 
over the allotment and some of my tomatoes had been struck by the hail. 
 
In spite of these little incidents, I count myself lucky, as I have been in a 
position to get out and about and be fit enough to enjoy my garden and 
allotment unlike so many others. 
 
I hope that our members have stayed safe and well since March and I am sure 
that you have missed the Social Evenings, the Show, the outings and meeting 
at the Store like I have. 
 
As the future is so unsure for the moment we must all sit tight for now. 
Although this Christmas will not be same, may I wish you all the best for a safe 
Christmas and New Year. 
 
Hope to see you sometime in 2021. 
 
 
Denise Kovarovic dkovarovic@btinternet.com 

 



CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
 
Hello again to all our members. 
 
It hardly seems possible that I’m writing my piece for what will be the 
last newsletter of 2020. I sincerely hope you and your families and 
friends have weathered what has turned out to be a very difficult and 
different year to what most of us have ever experienced. The weather 
is certainly turning Autumnal if not Wintery some days. I’m enjoying the 
colours on the trees and bushes and I hope you are too. I’ve also 
begun to collect some for my leaf mould bin as the other week I’ve 
emptied it and I’m pleased to report I’ve made my first ever successful 
compost from it, a whole 70 litre compost bag full. I’m hoping to be able 
to get out to the allotment and into the garden for the next few weeks to 
be able to continue clearing spent crops and plants and I’ve emptied 3 
of my 5 compost bins in readiness for the compostable waste. I’m now 
in my 3rd year of no-dig so I just spread the compost on the bare soil 
and let nature take its course.  
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all our committee members for 
their continued hard work during the pandemic. It may seem that we 
have not had as much to do but I assure you there has been lots going 
on behind the scenes. More of that later in the newsletter. 
 
 I would like to ask at this point that all members just take a moment to 
consider that the committee are all volunteers and have their own 
personal lives that may have been in turmoil through the pandemic as 
well. The decisions that are made and have been made throughout the 
pandemic have all been discussed as a full committee and although 
some members may not have liked or agreed with some of the 
changes that we felt necessary to implement, they have all been 
undertaken with a great deal of thought and consideration to the health 
and wellbeing of our members and to comply with the Government 
guidelines.  
 
During this time this has involved a lot of time spent sending emails to 
those committee members that use a computer and ensuring hard 
copies get to those that don’t, so that everyone’s opinion is sought and 
valued. All the committee feel we have worked together really well over 

 



this last year and it has been really good to have an almost full  
committee, which certainly eases the load. 
Committee meetings 
 
I’m pleased to report that the committee was able to meet socially 
distanced twice since lockdown. 
 
We met firstly in August, in my garden. It was lovely to welcome Jan 
Bold to her first meeting and to welcome Trevor Allcoat to his first 
meeting since he re-joined the committee at the AGM in March. I’m 
also very pleased that Mary Hanson felt well enough to be able to join 
us as well for her first meeting in a few years. Our second meeting was 
held on Monday 19th October at Burbage Congregational Church (all 
socially distant, masks included). We were able to accomplish a lot of 
business on both occasions and I will now endeavour to update you on 
a couple of issues discussed. Please read your newsletter through to 
see a few other changes and announcements that other committee 
members are writing about for your information. 
 
Greenaway Store Lease 
 
I am pleased to announce that the Parish Council have agreed to the 
terms in full and we are now at the stage of a draft lease being sent 
from the council’s solicitor to ours. It will then be sent to me to share 
with the committee and if all is acceptable the final draft will be 
prepared and signed. It is again for 28 years as before.  
 
We needed to have the land valued that the store sits on as part of the 
process and the Parish Council agreed that we could use our own 
valuer rather than the District Valuer. I was put in touch via my 
neighbour to Stephen Faulkner of Faulkner and Company in Hinckley. 
He came out to meet me and to view the land and store and it turns out 
he is a keen gardener and has an allotment in Earl Shilton.  We would 
like to thank Stephen Faulkner for his help and guidance on this issue. 
 
There have been numerous issues regarding the lease, not least Covid 
and staff at the Parish Council working from home. This has all added 
weeks and months to the process. One of the other stumbling blocks 
was our reference to the trading store. In the original lease it 
specifically states we must not trade from the store but that we will 

 



supply goods to members. I had to approach various Council 
departments to sort this out. It turned out that it was just a matter of 
wording in that the store is referred to as the Trading Store and not by 
its original name of The Greenaway Store as it was known when it first 
opened. This was in recognition of Bill Greenaway. 
 
So in future we will revert back to this name. 
 
Hanging Baskets 
 
As you are aware, we were unable to plant up the summer baskets 
around Burbage because of lockdown. I approached my liaison at the 
Council in August but due to time constraints etc. I did not hear back 
until late September that the council would like us to undertake the 
planting of them for Winter. I discussed this via email/letter with the 
committee and the majority of us felt we couldn’t commit to it this time. I 
went to discuss this with Paul Orton the owner at Thurlaston 
Garden Centre. He very kindly offered to plant them up on our behalf. 
 
After much discussion between myself, my liaison at the Council and 
Paul, we came to an acceptable conclusion. Paul will collect the empty 
baskets and deliver them back planted up. Myself and a few of the 
committee will go and help to organise and plant them up (97 large 
baskets). The council will pay Paul and make a donation to BGC for 
our input. Hopefully in Spring, Government guidelines allowing, we will 
empty and fill as normal but a bit more socially distanced than usual. 
 
 
Linda Barratt linda.a.barratt@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
SHOW NEWS 
 
No Show! 
 
As you are all aware the show could not be held this year due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.  We have, unsuccessfully, tried to recover costs 
from Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council for our Lottery License 
and Temporary Event Notice for the raffle and bar at the show.  After 
several emails and a formal complaint for lack of response by H&BBC 
the answer is still a resounding NO.  Although the amount is relatively 
small, £41, we have left H&BBC in no doubt of our displeasure. 
Hastings High School on the other hand were fully understanding and 
have held over our booking fee for 21st August 2021, keep your fingers 
crossed please!  Only a small amount of sponsorship money was 
collected before lockdown in March and this will be held over for next 
year too.  No raffle prizes had been collected although we had had 
offers of prizes.  As there are now no outstanding refunds/expenses for 
the show I have asked Derek Wheeler to complete the show accounts 
and to hand over residual funds to be banked by the club treasurer. 
 
Members Only Potato Competition 
 
Although there was no show, we were able to weigh-in the potatoes 
from the members only competition, this was all carried out conforming 
to the necessary restrictions of course.  For those who have not seen 
the results on the website or in the Hinckley Times, the winners were 
as follows: 
1st place:  Tom Upton with 9lb 11oz, presented with a BGC store 
voucher for £15 and the Pat Frain Memorial Cup for 12 months 
2nd place:  Sheila Fisher with 6lb 9oz, presented with a BGC store 
voucher for £10 
3rd place:  Sue Gwynn with 6lb 4oz, presented with a BGC store 
voucher for £5 
 
In all there were 25 entries weighed-in and 5 entries were withdrawn 
from the competition.  We will be running the competition again for 

 



members next year with the same potato variety, Vales Sovereign - 
which by the way makes a lovely jacket potato! 
 
Sunflower Head Class for Children 
 
To encourage children to get an interest in horticulture the show 
committee decided to add a class for the 2021 show to grow the 
“Largest Sunflower Head”.  Kings Seeds have very kindly donated the 
seeds for this to the club which were due to be handed out to each 
child as they entered the 2020 show with some instructions on how to 
grow them, as we all know that didn’t happen!  So instead we will be 
sending 6 seeds to every child who entered to 2018 and 2019 shows. 
Whether the show goes ahead or not we hope the children will have 
some fun growing the sunflowers.  It also helps to promote the club 
with the message Burbage Gardening Club is still here!  If you have 
any children/grandchildren who haven’t entered either show but would 
also like some seeds, please let myself or a committee member know 
so we can get some to you. 
 
2021 Show 
 
We will start planning this for the 21st August 2021 as soon as we are 
able to get together again.  Much of the schedule is already completed 
with just a few tweaks required so all from 2020 has not been lost. 
Best wishes to you all. 
 
Bob Gwynn 
 
 

THE GREENAWAY STORE 
 
After discussion at our October committee meeting, it was decided to 
close the Store for the months of December and January. 
 
Last day for supplies:  Sunday 29th November 2020 
 
Re-open: Sunday 7th February 2021 
 

 



Membership cards should now be presented at the Store for any 
purchases. This is to ensure we are not in breach of our lease 
agreement. 
 

WEBSITE 
 
Our website has had a bit of a revamp and is looking very professional. 
This has been due to the skills of Jonathan Lloyd, who joined our club 
this year.  Jonathan's company design and host our website. 
 
I had been struggling to get content onto the website and Jonathan 
volunteered his services and it was agreed at our August committee 
meeting to accept his offer of help. 
 
A big thank you goes to Jonathan. 
 
Denise Kovarovic dkovarovic@btinternet.com 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP 2021 
 
Membership subscriptions will become due in January.  The committee 
are asking that renewals are made at The Greenaway Store on 7th 
February 2021.  All membership renewals will be issued with a new 
card on presentation of their 2020 card.  If you paid the full subscription 
in 2020, you will not be required to pay for 2021 in view of the restricted 
programme during the year.  However, if you would like to make the 
payment to the club in lieu of your subscription then please feel free to 
do so.  Please pay by cheque - this method of payment is useful for 
auditing purposes and gives you another layer of proof of payment in 
the event of any disputes. 
 
Single membership £10 
 
Joint membership (resident at same address) is £18 
 
If you are unable to get down to The Greenaway Store or pay by 
cheque then please contact Denise, our Membership Secretary, to 
discuss your options. 
 
Thank you  

 



 
Denise Kovarovic dkovarovic@btinternet.com 
 
SOCIAL SCENE 

 
Until Government restrictions are lifted or changed we are unsure when 
we will be able to restart our social evenings. 
 
The committee are meeting again in January (subject to restrictions) 
and the situation reassessed.  The outcome will be notified to members 
in our January Newsletter.  Updates will also be posted on the website 
and Facebook Page. 
 
 
BILL GREENAWAY & THE GREENAWAY STORE 
 
Bill Greenaway pioneered the establishment of the store at 
Woodbank which involved detailed negotiation with the Parish Council, 
raising money through an appeal to members to supplement our 
Building fund to meet £12000 required for the building. He also 
supervised the planning and building programme with his quiet, 
common sense approach to the crises that occurred. It was this 
approach that made him such a successful chairman and committee 
member. 
 
In recognition of all the hard work to realise the building of the store 
and his dedication to the club, the building was named after him and a 
brass plaque in the store records the event. 
 
Full story on our website 
 
 
NEWSLETTER CUT OFF DATES 
 
Issue 172 
 
Last date for articles 10th January 2021 
Delivery to distributors 24th January 2021 

 



Delivery to members by 31st January 2021 
 
Denise Kovarovic dkovarovic@btinternet.com 
UNSOLICITED PACKAGES OF SEED 
 
Both DEFRA and the RHS have issued a warning to UK residents who 
have received packages of seeds for free.  Packages often state the 
contents as ear studs or necklaces to bypass customs checks. 
 
Please do not plant or compost the seeds as they could pose a bio 
security risk to the UK.  These seeds could carry a plant disease or 
grow into an invasive plant which could damage our own native plants 
and environment. 
 
If you receive any seeds like this by post, please email details to: 
planthealth.info@apha.gov.uk 
 
Any plants or seeds should always be sourced responsibly. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



BGC AFFILIATION 
 

Burbage Gardening Club is affiliated to the following National 
Societies: 
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